TERM 1 2026 IMPORTANT DATES

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY

WEEK 1 JAN 26 — JAN 30
MONDAY Australia Day
TUESDAY Staff return
WEDNESDAY 1:1 Getting to Know You Interviews (P-6)
THURSDAY Pupil Free Day — Teacher Professional Learning 1:1
FRIDAY Getting to Know You Interviews (P-6)
WEEK 2 FEB 2 -FEB 6
MONDAY All Year 1-6 students return (Half Prep Classes) (Half
TUESDAY Prep classes)
WEDNESDAY Prep Literacy 1:1 Interviews All
THURSDAY students P-6
FRIDAY All students P-6
WEEK 3 FEB 9 - FEB 13
MONDAY ASSEMBLY
WEDNESDAY Prep Literacy Interviews
FRIDAY BMPS SWIMMING TRIALS AT BACCHUS MARSH POOL
WEEK 4 FEB 16 — FEB 20
TUESDAY SMILE SQUAD DENTAL CLINIC COMMENCES
WEDNESDAY Prep Literacy 1:1 Interviews
Year 3 Hockey Clinic
WEEK 5 FEB 23 - FEB 27 ASSEMBLY
MONDAY-FRIDAY BOOK FAIR & SMILE SQUAD DENTAL CLINIC
THURSDAY CYBER SAFETY PARENT INFORMATION SESSION
FRIDAY BMPSSA DISTRICT SWIMMING AT MELTON
WEEK 6 MAR 2 - MAR 6
WEDNESDAY Prep Teddy Bears Picnic
FRIDAY EVACUATION DRILL
WEEK 7 MAR 9 - MAR 13

WESTERN RANGES SWIMMING AT MELTON WAVES
NAPLAN — Year 3 and 5 & WED - Year 4 Planetarium Incursion

WEEK 8 MAR 16 - MAR 20
THURSDAY Prep Parent and Carer Information Session —2.30 pm
WORKING BEE & sausage sizzle (4pm — 7pm)
FRIDAY HARMONY DAY — Touch of Orange OR Cultural Dress
WEEK 9 MAR 23 - MAR 27
MONDAY ASSEMBLY
WEDNESDAY Year 6 Ecolinc
FRIDAY PARENT CLASSROOM HELPERS COURSE —9am
Senior Sports Day - POSTPONED
WEEK10 MAR30-APR3
MONDAY- TUESDAY Year 6 Ecolinc
TUESDAY SCHOOL COUNCIL - Western Metropolitan Region Swimming
WEDNESDAY Senior Sports Day — rescheduled date
THURSDAY Final Day of term — 2.30 pm dismissal

Easter Hat Parade/Sausage Sizzle




IMPORTANT PUPIL FREE DAY DATE for family calendars
Term 2 Pupil Free Day — NOW CONFIRMED
Monday, April 20 — First day back, Term 2
Literacy Whole School Assessment Professional Learning for Teachers

Dear families,
As we move into our final week of term 1, | again remind everyone that Monday April 20, first

day back in term 2 will be PUPIL FREE.

e OSH, our Out Of School Hours Care program will be available to support families
requiring this service.

Below is a shot of our staff engaging in Literacy professional learning last Wednesday afternoon.
Our Pupil Free Day will build on this DIBELS assessment knowledge as we work with a team
from the US who will further explain how DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy
Skills) assesses the basic early literacy skills required for students to become proficient readers.
We also look forward to developing fluency in administering and scoring this important online
assessment measure on this day.




ACKNOWLEDGING A CHALLENGING WEEK FOR PARENTS AND CARERS

| would again like to take the opportunity to
acknowledge our community for the support
that we were afforded last Tuesday, when a
total of 33 staff, including education support,
took stop-work action and joined tens of
thousands of other Victorian teachers to take a
stand regarding pay and conditions.

On top of this, our need to postpone our
senior sports day was an additional challenge
for families as you work to manage excited
children and do your best, if possible, to be
there.

Please know how much your support is
appreciated.

Senior Sports New

Wednesday 1st April
9.00am - 3.00pm
Current weather forecast
Mid 20’s and Possible shower.

We are expecting a warmer day, so dress for the weather, which will include sunscreen this
time, despite the possible shower.

Dave Champness
PE & Sports Coordinator



FINAL DAY OF TERM - THURSDAY APRIL 2

1. EASTER HAT PARADE - 8.50 am for a 9.00 am start, weather permitting.
Our students will join with their buddies
and share in the joy of this whole
community event that will include the
drawing of our Easter Raffle.
All welcome!

2. EASTER RAFFLE
A friendly reminder that Easter raffle tickets are due back this Wednesday, 1st April. Please
make sure all sold tickets are named and return them with cash to your class teacher or to the
office. The prizes will be drawn at our Easter Hat Parade.

Online ticket sales
You can also buy raffle tickets on QKR. Online ticket sales close Tuesday, 31st March at 5 pm to
allow enough time for them to be processed.

DONATIONS- Thank you so much to the generous families who have already donated prizes. If
you would like to donate any Easter-themed prizes, please drop them at the office this week.

3. SAUSAGE SIZZLE
On the last day of term, the fundraising team will be running a sausage sizzle where all students
are welcome to purchase lunch.

e Ordering is on QKR and will close Tuesday 31st March at 4:30pm.
To support planning and ordering, we cannot accept any late orders.

PRICES

Sausage in bread- $2.50
Veggie burger in bread- $6.00
Can of Lemonade - $2.50
Bottle of water- $2.00

Please contact the office if you have any questions.

GOLD COIN FOR THE GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL

Students are invited to bring a gold coin in support of the Royal
Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal.

Student leaders will also move around to give parents, carers
and members of our community the opportunity to donate
should they wish to.




PARENT HELPERS COURSE

A big thankyou to the parents who were available to come along last Thursday morning for our
first parent helper course for 2026.
We welcomed a wonderful group who enjoyed the presentation and morning tea that followed.

Thankyou also to Assistant Principal, Catherine Moody, for the planning, preparation and
facilitation of this session.

Another opportunity, early term 2, will be open to more parents and carers.

Please keep in mind that there are many ways you can support our school.
e Classroom reading and general assistance

Kitchen program

Kitchen garden team

Science garden team

School Council

School Council working bee support

School Council Fundraising team support (sausage sizzles, colour run, mothers’ and

fathers' day stalls, etc)

e Special interest recess groups, should you have a special interest (we currently have
chess and crochet supported by parent and grandparent volunteers)

e Camps and excursions support

NOTE: All assistants require a WWCC - Working With Children's Check

Crochet Club right — thankyou to Samantha Donaldson and her mum Pat, in partnership with Belinda Horne












YEAR 6 IN THE SPOTLIGHT THIS WEEK

Our Year 6 students are finishing off the term with the presentation of their migration research.
These presentations will continue into week 10, but we take this opportunity to congratulate them
on the work that has gone into their research and creative planning.

Their pride and engagement as they present on their chosen person is delightful and seeing their
visitors equally proud makes for a very special occasion.

e Our students are now the keepers of these very important stories...



YEAR 6 ECOLINC EXCURSION

Our Year 6 Students are also visiting Ecolinc to explore the very interesting topic of Space Junk
and engage in a team-based Moon Mission Challenge. | was fortunate to attend with 6G last week
and take a few shots of them experiencing the International Space Station via their 3D glasses
and creating space gloves fit for the elements.



Travels at a speed
of 24,700km

Orbits 16
times per day

The International Space Station:

Has 7 Astronauts
on board

Travels at an altitude of
408 km above the Earth










SAFETY MESSAGES

SCHOOL CROSSINGS - Thankyou for ensuring school crossings on Gisborne Road, Young
Street and Lerderderg Street are used at all times.

Adult modelling of the important use of our crossings is vital in support of safety.

8.35 AM — YARD SUPERVISION - All students will be receiving reminders that 8.35 am is the
morning arrival time and when our yard will be supervised by staff.

Students arriving before 8.35 am will be directed to the undercover area near the staff room and
are to remain there until they are dismissed by a staff member.

This is improving each day, and we thank our students and families very much.
Well Done!

Breakfast Club will be available from 8.00 am on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from our
school house and can be accessed via the Lerderderg Street driveway. Students will be dismissed
from Breakfast Club at 8.35 am.

SUNSMART HATS — Teachers are now very rigorous with hat routines to support our students to
be responsible with their belongings. Students without hats will be directed to the undercover area
for passive play.

Thankyou everyone! Again — Well Done!



HELMETS — See the message below reinforcing the importance of bike and scooter helmets

THANKYOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD/REN WITH THE ROUTE TO SCHOOL THAT
YOU WOULD LIKE THEM TO TAKE TO MINIMISE CHALLENGES AT VERY BUSY
INTERSECTIONS AND ROUNDABOUTS AND ENSURING THEY ARE CROSSING ROADS
WITH THE SUPPORT OF PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS.

e Thankyou for partnering with us to ensure these safety routines are respected.



Pl



ONGOING CONSISTENT MESSAGES:
DROP OFF ZONE - off Young Street

e CARS MUST NOT PARK IN THE DROP-OFF ZONE AS IT IS A KISS AND DROP
AREA ONLY.

e VEHICLES ARE NOT TO BE LEFT UNATTENDED IN THIS SPACE
e PLEASE DO NOT ACCESS THE STAFF CARPARK AREA AT ANY TIME.

LERDERDERG STREET ENTRANCE
Thank you for your ongoing support with these changes:

e STUDENTS DO NOT USE THE FRONT ENTRANCE AS A
THOROUGHFARE INTO OR OUT OF THE SCHOOL

e THE DRIVEWAY GATE ALONGSIDE THE ART ROOM WILL BE THE
BREAKFAST CLUB AND MORNING ENTRANCE POINT

e PREP ENTRANCE WILL BE OPEN FROM 8.35 AM

e STUDENTS ARRIVING BEFORE 8.35 AM ARE ASKED TO WAIT IN THE
UNDERCOVER AREA UNTIL DISMISSED.

e FORMAL YARD SUPERVISION COMMENCES AT 8.35 AM

BUS ZONES ON LERDERDERG STREET

All of the yellow line markings on the north and south sides of the street indicate NO
PARKING before or after school to allow our buses to safely enter and exit the zone
to collect our students.

Pulling up at the Prep entrance gate to collect students on Lerderderg Street is
contravening the safety signage and impacting pedestrian and vehicle vision on our
crossing. This blatantly ignores the safety rights of our school community.

PLEASE DO NOT PARK
OVER DRIVEWAYS.

OUR NEIGHBOURS
HAVE ALWAYS
APPRECIATED THE
RESPECTFUL MANNER
IN WHICH OUR
COMMUNITY LIVE
OUR VALUES




ALWAYS REACH OUT

¢ Thank you to parents and carers for reaching out to your child’s
classroom teacher or any of our staff below, if we can assist in any way.

Melinda Williams — Principal
Leanne Holt — Business Manager

Wellbeing:

Daniel Morris - Assistant Principal - Wellbeing & Engagement / Disability Inclusion
Bec Blokland - Disability Inclusion Co-ordinator

Liz Stonka — Assistant Principal — Daily Organisation /Student Medical Health &
Wellbeing/Social Emotional Learning Curriculum

Tiff O’Brien — Leading Teacher — Mental Health in Primary Schools — Trauma
Informed Practice - Art-Therapy

Belinda Horne - Wellbeing Educator

Catherine Moody — Assistant Principal - Curriculum / Teaching and Learning
Kirsty Younger - Leading Teacher — Literacy

Janaya Walker and Jayde Clayton — Leading Teachers — Numeracy

All the best for a wonderful final week of term from the
BMPS team
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