TERM 1 2026 IMPORTANT DATES

WEEK 1 JAN 26 — JAN 30
MONDAY Australia Day
TUESDAY Staff return
WEDNESDAY 1:1 Getting to Know You Interviews (P-6)
THURSDAY Pupil Free Day — Teacher Professional Learning 1:1
FRIDAY Getting to Know You Interviews (P-6)
WEEK 2 FEB 2 -FEB 6
MONDAY All Year 1-6 students return (Half Prep Classes) (Half
TUESDAY Prep classes)
WEDNESDAY Prep Literacy 1:1 Interviews All
THURSDAY students P-6
FRIDAY All students P-6
WEEK 3 FEB 9 - FEB 13
MONDAY ASSEMBLY
WEDNESDAY Prep Literacy Interviews
FRIDAY BMPS SWIMMING TRIALS AT BACCHUS MARSH POOL
WEEK 4 FEB 16 — FEB 20
TUESDAY SMILE SQUAD DENTAL CLINIC COMMENCES
WEDNESDAY Prep Literacy 1:1 Interviews
Year 3 Hockey Clinic
WEEK 5 FEB 23 - FEB 27 ASSEMBLY
MONDAY-FRIDAY BOOK FAIR & SMILE SQUAD DENTAL CLINIC
THURSDAY CYBER SAFETY PARENT INFORMATION SESSION
FRIDAY BMPSSA DISTRICT SWIMMING AT MELTON
WEEK 6 MAR 2 - MAR 6
WEDNESDAY Prep Teddy Bears Picnic
FRIDAY EVACUATION DRILL & Clean Up Australia Afternoon at BMPS
WEEK 7 MAR 9 - MAR 13

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY

WESTERN RANGES SWIMMING AT MELTON WAVES
NAPLAN - Year 3 and 5

WEEK 8 MAR 16 — MAR 20
THURSDAY Prep Parent and Carer Information Session —2.30 pm
WORKING BEE
WEEK 9 MAR 23 - MAR 27
MONDAY ASSEMBLY
TUESDAY Year 6 Ecolinc
WEDNESDAY Year 6 Ecolinc
FRIDAY Senior Sports Day
WEEK10 MAR30-APR3
MONDAY Year 6 Ecolinc
TUESDAY Western Metropolitan Region Swimming
THURSDAY Final Day of term — 2.30 pm dismissal

Easter Hat Parade/Sausage Sizzle




Dear Parents and Carers,
In this week’s Update, we look back on week 5 and forward to week 6.

BOOK FAIR

Ouir first Book Fair took place in the Year 6 Gallery last

week, and we extend a very big thank you to all of the

families that were able to come along and support our

fair. With the benefits we receive in return, our Book Fair

restocks classroom libraries and assists to keep variety on offer for our young readers.

Thanks to Year 1 Team Leader Michelle Visser, along with the support of our Year 1 Teachers,
Administration Staff, Literacy Leader Kirsty Younger, Belinda Horne and other staff supporters
over $10.000 was spent.

Thank you again to our families for your wonderful support of our fair.

This means that:

$3300 . OO WO I’th Of bOO kS will make their way back into our

school, onto the shelves in our junior and senior library and into classroom libraries across our
school.

Prep F student
Everett Bell enjoyed
browsing what was
on offer



BACCHUS MARSH DISTRICT SWIMMING CARNIVAL

On Friday, 30 of our fastest swimmers went to Melton Waves for the District Swimming Carnival.
Despite the forecast stormy weather, fine, warm conditions allowed for a great day of swimming
with all the Bacchus Marsh schools. Well done to our swimmers who swam confidently in different
events throughout the day. Thanks to Cristy Havelberg, Dail Hilton and our parent supporters who
came along to support our team.

Congratulations to the following swimmers who qualified for Division Swimming to take place on
Tuesday, March 10, at Melton Waves.

James Murray — 11 years Freestyle, Breaststroke
Alice Duffy — 10 years Breaststroke

Vera Simson — 12 years Breaststroke

Hayden Tung — 10 years Butterfly



GRADE 3 HOCKEY CLINICS

We were fortunate recently to have Kylie and Carly from Hockey Victoria and Melton Hockey Club
visit our school. The coaches took our Grade 3 students through some drills and fun activities to
develop an understanding of what hockey is about. We know many of our students enjoyed the
experience, and if they loved it enough to pursue it, there is a club just down the road!

Dave Champness
PE & Sports Coordinator

INFORM AND EMPOWER PARENT AND CARER INFORMATION SESSION

Last Thursday evening, thanks to Community Bank Bacchus

Marsh and Bacchus Marsh Blue Light, Inform and Empower

founder and educator Marty McGauren and psychologist and sister
Carley McGauren were in town to present to parents and carers from
across our local community schools.

Thankyou very much to the Bacchus Marsh Primary School parents and
carers who were able to be there to hear first hand from Marty and Carley
and have questions and queries answered face to face.

For those unable to be there, the 90-minute presentation available

through the link below will support you to hear this information via a session for all partner schools
across Australia.

Webinar Replay & Resources

informandempower.com.au/schools-webinars/2026



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.informandempower.com.au%2Fschools-webinars%2F2026&data=05%7C02%7Cmelinda.williams%40education.vic.gov.au%7C68ac9351fd1c4f315b3908de758286a0%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639077400642483257%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=njud2m592Npm6xGbEYF%2BB7u9Depv7PrZqzLRbrXVuHA%3D&reserved=0







2026 SPECIALIST LEADERS

Congratulations to all of the students below on their Specialist Leadership roles for 2026. We look
forward to you all making the most of this opportunity and ‘living’ your pledges to make our school
a great place for ‘learning to be our best selves’.

CHINESE LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION

A big thank you to Mrs Wu, our Chinese program leaders and all of our student volunteers who
assisted in the cleaning and maintenance of our Chinese Dragon in preparation for our celebration
at assembly last week. Thanks also to Janelle in our canteen for making the beautiful pork buns
available to add another layer of cultural celebration to Chinese New Year.






MOORABOOL YOUNG WRITERS AWARDS 2026

Our 2026 Young Writers Competition is underway, and we anticipate some wonderful entries
again in 2026. Chris Brown and Hayley Bonnici in partnership with our teachers and our families
have supported some wonderful writing over many years and in 2026 Kirsty Younger will partner
with our teachers to support writing enrichment opportunities on a Friday afternoon for all students
wanting to seed an idea and work it through to a polished piece to be entered into the 2026
competition.

The theme this year invites young writers to take the timeless tales we all know, from Cinderella to
The Three Little Pigs, from Little Red Riding Hood to Aesop’s fables, and reimagine them in new,
unexpected ways.
e What if the Big Bad Wolf was simply misunderstood?
e \What if Rapunzel’s tower stood in a modern city
skyline?
e Did the tortoise really win the race, or did the hare let
him?
e \What if the boy who cried wolf was telling the truth all
along?
The challenge is to breathe fresh life into classic fairy tales
and fables by twisting, turning, and transforming them into
something uniquely your own.

Moorabool Young Writers' Awards 2026
Prep to Grade 2 Picture Prompt

Fairy Tales & Fables

1
—
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Drraw a new book cover for your favourite fairy tale or story

Book Title

*Optional writing extension: ‘Write a a recall of your favourite fairy tale or story.
{This can be attached as a separate page)










PREP PARENT AND CARER INFORMATION SESSION

Now that our Preps are attending full-time and are settling into school, we invite our
Parents and Carers along to discuss the next layer of important information to
ensure all of our students are best prepared and supported to develop socially,
emotionally and academically across term one and our first semester of school.

WHEN — WEEK 8
Thursday March 19
2.30 pm — 3.15 pm
WHERE
In your child/ren’s classroom with their classroom teacher.

Students will be attending their specialist classes at this time and
will return to their classrooms for the usual pick up at 3.15 pm.

The link below will take you to some general support information from the
Department of Education relevant to early learning, should you be interested.

https://www.vic.gov.au/supporting-your-childs-education



https://www.vic.gov.au/supporting-your-childs-education

Our School Council Grounds Committee look forward
to your support with our school gardens.

M-S Bee
Sausage

WHEN — WEEK 8

Thursday March 19

4.00 pm — 7.00 pm
WHERE

Lerderderg Street Gardens

Kitchen and Science Gardens

BYO gardening tools - rakes,
wheelbarrows, secateurs,



SAFETY MESSAGES

SCHOOL CROSSINGS - Thankyou for ensuring school crossings on Gisborne Road, Young
Street and Lerderderg Street are used at all times.
Adult modelling of the important use of our crossings is vital in support of safety.

8.35 AM — YARD SUPERVISION - All students will be receiving reminders that 8.35 am is the
morning arrival time and when our yard will be supervised by staff.

Students arriving before 8.35 am will be directed to the undercover area near the staff room and
are to remain there until they are dismissed by a staff member.

This is improving each day, and we thank our students and families very much.
Well Done!

Breakfast Club will be available from 8.00 am on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from our
school house and can be accessed via the Lerderderg Street driveway. Students will be dismissed
from Breakfast Club at 8.35 am.

SUNSMART HATS — Teachers are now very rigorous with hat routines to support our students to
be responsible with their belongings. Students without hats will be directed to the undercover area
for passive play, but we have had a great start with minimal students without hats.

Thankyou everyone! Again — Well Done!



HELMETS — See the message below reinforcing the importance of bike and scooter helmets

THANKYOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD/REN WITH THE ROUTE TO SCHOOL THAT
YOU WOULD LIKE THEM TO TAKE TO MINIMISE CHALLENGES AT VERY BUSY
INTERSECTIONS AND ROUNDABOUTS AND ENSURING THEY ARE CROSSING ROADS
WITH THE SUPPORT OF PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS.

e Thankyou for partnering with us to ensure these safety routines are respected.



Pl



ONGOING CONSISTENT MESSAGES:
DROP OFF ZONE - off Young Street

e CARS MUST NOT PARK IN THE DROP-OFF ZONE AS IT IS A KISS AND DROP
AREA ONLY.

e VEHICLES ARE NOT TO BE LEFT UNATTENDED IN THIS SPACE
e PLEASE DO NOT ACCESS THE STAFF CARPARK AREA AT ANY TIME.

LERDERDERG STREET ENTRANCE
Thank you for your ongoing support with these changes:

e STUDENTS DO NOT USE THE FRONT ENTRANCE AS A
THOROUGHFARE INTO OR OUT OF THE SCHOOL

e THE DRIVEWAY GATE ALONGSIDE THE ART ROOM WILL BE THE
BREAKFAST CLUB AND MORNING ENTRANCE POINT

e PREP ENTRANCE WILL BE OPEN FROM 8.35 AM

e STUDENTS ARRIVING BEFORE 8.35 AM ARE ASKED TO WAIT IN THE
UNDERCOVER AREA UNTIL DISMISSED.

e FORMAL YARD SUPERVISION COMMENCES AT 8.35 AM

BUS ZONES ON LERDERDERG STREET

All of the yellow line markings on the north and south sides of the street indicate NO
PARKING before or after school to allow our buses to safely enter and exit the zone
to collect our students.

Pulling up at the Prep entrance gate to collect students on Lerderderg Street is
contravening the safety signage and impacting pedestrian and vehicle vision on our
crossing. This blatantly ignores the safety rights of our school community.

PLEASE DO NOT PARK
OVER DRIVEWAYS.

OUR NEIGHBOURS
HAVE ALWAYS
APPRECIATED THE
RESPECTFUL MANNER
IN WHICH OUR
COMMUNITY LIVE
OUR VALUES




ALWAYS REACH OUT

¢ Thank you to parents and carers for reaching out to your child’s
classroom teacher or any of our staff below, if we can assist in any way.

Melinda Williams — Principal
Leanne Holt — Business Manager

Wellbeing:

Daniel Morris - Assistant Principal - Wellbeing & Engagement / Disability Inclusion
Bec Blokland - Disability Inclusion Co-ordinator

Liz Stonka — Assistant Principal — Daily Organisation /Student Medical Health &
Wellbeing/Social Emotional Learning Curriculum

Tiff O’Brien — Leading Teacher — Mental Health in Primary Schools — Trauma
Informed Practice - Art-Therapy

Belinda Horne - Wellbeing Educator

Catherine Moody — Assistant Principal - Curriculum / Teaching and Learning
Kirsty Younger - Leading Teacher — Literacy

Janaya Walker and Jayde Clayton — Leading Teachers — Numeracy

All the best for a wonderful week 6 from the BMPS team
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